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IF IT IS TO BE, IT’S UP TO ME
MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH LEGISLATION

Mo Thrash, GUCA Governmental Affairs Team
Legislative Update 

The Thrash-Haliburton Team worked on 
13 pieces of legislation for GUCA, and 
closely monitored to see if any language 
from dead legislation was “killed” for 
GUCA was attached to “rider bills” on 

“Sine Die Day”. Their team successfully fought to kill a major bill that GUCA 
leadership said was really bad for members and industry, and it was de-
flected against very powerful stakeholders.

SB 2 passed and was signed by the Governor and will allow EMCs to pro-
vide broadband internet service and is considered an integral piece in the 
rural broadband expansion efforts by the Georgia General Assembly. 

Both the House and Senate have drafted legislation pushing for statewide 
broadband expansion. Currently many parts of rural Georgia lack access to 
broadband internet and the Georgia General Assembly is focused on fixing 
that statewide problem.

GUCA’s Legislative Awareness Day was Tuesday, February 5, 2019, and 
attendance was great again! It was great for both our members and for 
legislators. We heard from leadership from the Senate, House, and other 
government agencies, and attendees were able to let them know of our 

concerns, interests, likes, and dislikes. This is one of the highlights of the 
year for members and vital to our industry’s representation and effective-
ness, so thank you to all who attended! Hopefully all found it a great use of 
their time and a great service for our association, and even more will next 
year.

Senator Lindsey Tippins drafted a resolution honoring GUCA’s Legislative 
Awareness Day at the State Capitol.

The 2019 Georgia General Assembly convened for forty legislative days 
and they gaveled out Tuesday, April 2, for the final day forty of the 2019 
legislative session.

The Thrash-Haliburton team faced a grueling 19 hour workday at the Capi-
tol or “Sine Die.”

Tuesday, April 2 was the last day legislators could try to pass legislation 
for the 2019 legislative session, but any bill that didn’t pass by midnight 
Tuesday will be back for the 2020 legislative session in the last committee 
from which it came. The Thrash-Haliburton team will continue to fight day 
and night for our industry.

IF IT’S TO BE, IT’S UP TO ME - LEGISLATION AWARENESS DAY
MAKING A DIFFERENCE AT THE CAPITOL

Members’ Grass Roots Partnerships Make a Difference
Legislative Awareness Day was held at 
the Georgia Capitol, Tuesday, February 5, 
2019. With more than 80 GUCA members 
registered, this event was a very successful 
Legislative Awareness Day! Members enjoyed 
a breakfast buffet before being welcomed 
by GUCA Assistant Executive Director Scott 
Brumbelow.

Mo Thrash, GUCA Governmental Relations, 
presented the group with the 2019 Legislative 
Session updates. He encouraged all to 
get involved and try to meet with their local 
Senators and Representatives. 

GUCA was honored to have special guest 
speakers to include leaders from the Senate and House who discussed 
key legislative session issues that pertain to utility contractors. 
Presenters included GUCA Golden Shovel Award winner and Past 
GUCA President Senator Lindsey Tippens; Senator Butch Miller, Pro 
Tempore; Representative Trey Kelley, Majority Whip; Representative 
Jon Burns, Majority Leader; Representative Bruce Williamson, 
Secretary/Treasurer of Majority Caucus; GDOC Interim Director 
Timothy Ward. 

Each legislator talked about specific issues including transportation 
and taxes, the State Budget, bills being introduced and the process of 
getting bills passed during the session.

Lieutenant Governor Geoff Duncan spoke about technology for growth 
in Georgia; getting regulations and taxes in check for small employers; 
and, to work hard to understand our industry and to have honest and 

open discussions on ways to help make 
Georgia better.

Scott Brumbelow discussed industry issues for 
Damage Prevention. He asked all contractors 
to speak with their elected officials about 
damage claims and downtime claim issues.

Following the legislative presentations GUCA 
members walked to the Capitol. Members 
had the opportunity for a group picture with 
Governor Brian Kemp. Members also had 
the opportunity to talk with their Senators and 
Representatives. Many got to see the action 
by watching from the legislative gallery.

“No other trade association has as many leaders speak at their 
legislative events. The magnitude of the speakers Mo Thrash brings to 
this event far exceeds any other. This puts GUCA ‘on the map’ down at 
the Capitol” states Executive Director Vikki Consiglio.

GUCA Legislative Awareness Day sponsors included Anderson 
Grading & Pipeline, LLC; Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & 
Berkowitz, PC; BITCO Insurance Companies; Blount Construction Co., 
Inc.; C. A. Murren & Sons Co., Inc.; Cowin Equipment Company, Inc.; 
Dennis Taylor & Co., Inc.; Flint Construction & Forestry; Four Hats, 
Inc.; G.S. Construction, Inc.; HUB International Gulf South; John D. 
Stephens, Inc.; LaKay Enterprises, Inc.; Luck Stone Atlanta - Stephens 
Plant; PentaRisk Insurance Specialists; RDJE, Inc.; SiteMix Pressure 
Grouting, LLC; Trench Plate Rental; Wilson Lewis; Yancey Bros. Co.; 
and, Yardz.

IF IT IS TO BE, IT’S UP TO ME
MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS

GUCA Scholarship Foundation

The GUCA Scholarship Foundation 
awarded the 2018 scholarships to GUCA 
members’ children this year. Those 
receiving scholarships are high school 
seniors and those seeking careers in the 
utility construction industry with an Industry 
Scholarship.

William S. Martin, son of Shane and 
Laura Martin, Precision Blasting, Inc., 
Douglasville, Georgia was the recipient 
of the $2,000.00 industry scholarship. 
William is currently attending Kennesaw 
State University majoring in Construction 
Management. William plans to pursue a 
career in general contracting as a project 
manager.

The Foundation also gave ten high school 
senior scholarships of $1,000.00 each to:

Bridges Borden, son of Wilson and 
Marianne Borden, The Erosion Company, 
Woodstock, Georgia. Bridges graduated 
from Cambridge High School and is 
attending Auburn University where his 
course of study will be Civil Engineering.

Brandon Branson, son of Dan Branson, 
Reid & Reid Construction, LLLP, Cumming, 
Georgia. Brandon graduated from Dawson 
County High School and is attending 
Abraham Baldwin Agriculture College 
to obtain a degree in Conservation Law 
Enforcement.

Wilson Cherry, son of Jason and Cindy 
Cherry, Flint Construction and Forestry, 
Atlanta, Georgia. Wilson graduated 
from Marist School and is attending the 
University of Alabama where he plans 
to obtain a degree in Political Science or 
Business. 

Peyton Creswell, son of Gregg and 
Leslie Creswell, Southeast Culvert, Inc., 
Auburn, Georgia. Peyton graduated from 
Eagle’s Landing Christian Academy and 
is attending Clemson University where 
he plans to study biological sciences with 
a focus on rehabilitation sciencesfrom 
Eastside High School and is attending the 
University of Georgia where she plans to 
major in Business.

William

Peter Hess, son of David and Preeti Hess, 
Site Engineering, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia. 
Peter graduated from Wesleyan School 
and is attending the University of Georgia 
where he intends to study Electrical 
Engineering.

Katie Madden, daughter of Brian and 
Elisabeth Madden, BB&T Insurance 
Services/Huffines-Russell, Alpharetta, 
Georgia. Katie graduated from South 
Forsyth High School and is attending the 
University of Georgia where she plans 
to major in Human Development (Pre-
Nursing) then specialize in the field of 
Developmental Disability Nursing.

Josh Mayo, son of Jay and Rose Mayo, 
Baldwin Paving Company, Marietta, 
Georgia. Josh graduated from Cartersville 
High School and is attending Kennesaw 
State University where he plans to obtain 
a degree in engineering.

Langley Rogers, daughter of Jody 
and Lori Rogers, Y-Delta, Inc. Langley 
graduated from Statesboro High School 
and is attending Southeastern Technical 
College where she intends to obtain a 
degree as a Registered Nurse.

Sierra Springston, daughter of Shawn 
and Michelle Springston, Astra Grading 
& Pipe, LLC, Woodstock, Georgia. Sierra 
graduated from Eastside High School 
and is attending the University of Georgia 
where she plans to major in Business.

Sawyer Stevens, son of Dalton and Angie 
Stevens, Brent Scarbrough & Company, 
Inc., Fayetteville, Georgia. Sawyer 
graduated from Trinity Christian School and 
is attending Kennesaw State University 
where his course of study will be Civil 
Engineering with a minor in Business.
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